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gations of others but the bibliographies are not lengthy. The tables are clear
and serve to stress points. The material is up to date. All combine to make
the book a good starting point for one with propensities toward this field
and specifically in rheumatic fever and nephritis.
Dr. Maclyn McCarty, the editor, states in the preface that a volume of
this type has its inherent drawbacks, namely, lack of complete coverage of
the subject-matter and continuity. It is my feeling that this may be a small
loss in favor of a large gain to most readers. The book reminds me of a
series of short stories by different authors as opposed to an exhaustive and
exhausting tome. Editorial revision, which probably accounts for absence of
serious repetition, does not alter the varied styles of the individual authors.
In summary, this book can be recommended to those with interest in
hemolytic streptococcal illnesses and infectious diseases in general. A com-
plex subject is handled in a manner that results in a smooth and accurate
presentation of facts.
PAUL L. BOISVERT
1954 MEDICAL PROGRESS. Morris Fishbein, Ed. New York, The
Blakiston Co., 1954. x + 345 pp. $5.00.
In this volume is undertaken the difficult task of cataloguing in summary
form the advances in medicine over the last year. There are twenty chapters
by various authors in specialized fields including cardiology, surgery, nutri-
tion, gastro-enterology, rheumatic diseases, endocrinology, newer drugs,
urology, infectious diseases, dermatology, ophthalmology, ear, nose and
throat, allergy, gynecology, orthopedic surgery, psychiatry, rehabilitation
medicine, medical psychology, and physical medicine.
Although a number of the chapters are simply expressions of opinion,
ten of the reviews are well documented and Unger's review on allergy has
262 references. The subjects of antibiotic and steroid therapy are widely
discussed. P. H. Long states that "physicians may look forward to the time
(1964) when tuberculosis will no longer be a health problem of major
importance. When this happens there will not be any diseases produced by
bacteria which will be important as major causes of death in this country."
However, Long emphasizes the development of resistant strains of staphy-
lococci, and Unger emphasizes the increasing number of anaphylactic reac-
tions to penicillin. Hurxtal presents a useful classification of syndromes
responsive to cortisone and other steroids in his chapter on endocrinology;
the syndromes are discussed as to etiology and as to course and prognosis.
Mayo and Smith discuss adrenal cortical insufficiency in surgical cases
where cortisone therapy has been recently received. A note of caution is
injected into classification of diseases as "collagen" diseases by Boland in
the chapter on Rheumatic Diseases. He points out that identical collagen
changes have been found in chronic inflammatory reactions, myxedema, and
certain tumors, as in disseminated lupus erythematosus, periarteritis
nodosa, scleroderma, dermatomyositis, and malignant nephrosclerosis which
presumably belong to the group.
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This book is clearly intended for the general practitioner but it suffers
from rather loose organization, the necessary cursory treatment of some
subjects, and a limited index.
HARRIS BUSCH
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ABERRATIONS. Edward Podolsky, Ed. New York,
Philosophical Libraries, Inc., 1953. vii + 550 pp. $10.00.
This book contains a wealth of material on a large number of psychiatric
topics arranged in alphabetic order. Most of the treatises, and especially the
best ones, are reprints of articles published by the respective authors in
various journals and the latter often represent authoritative thinking in the
particular fields. There are, however, glaring omissions, which are aggra-
vated by a very unusual choice and arrangement of terms, rendering this
book rather useless as an encyclopedia. For instance, under addiction one
finds a brief and very inadequate statement concerning the dynamics thereof
but no cross-reference is given to the many other papers in the book con-
cerning various types of addiction, some of them excellent in themselves.
Therefore, finding them depends entirely upon the ingenuity of the reader
in guessing what term the editor chose for the particular condition (there
is, of course, no index). To illustrate further, under alcoholism one finds a
paper on "chronic" (without cross-reference to addiction again) covering
fourteen pages, and then ten pages are devoted to a reprint on etiology pre-
senting a very doubtful and controversial viewpoint. By implication then,
disturbed behavior engendered by the excessive intake of alcohol in the
acute form, presumably one of the most commonly encountered "aberra-
tions," is not considered such. Despite the authors' great predilection for
Greek and other words of foreign derivation, the word dipsomania does not
appear. Along the same line "masturbation" is not listed but is found under
"'onanism."
The most severe criticism pertains to the ambitious title. First of all, the
book is not "encyclopedic" (complete or encircling knowledge) concerning
aberrations, if only because it does not state what type of aberration the
book is to be about. Even if delineation of the type of "aberration" was
omitted for the sake of brevity the confusion in the conception of the book is
revealed by the fly-leaf which speaks of aberrations in behavior, whereas the
foreword calls it "a comprehensive study in the ever-widening field of
psychopathology." In brief, this book represents an aberration in encyclo-
pedias rather than an encyclopedia of aberrations.
STEPHEN FLECK
THE JEALOUS CHILD. By Edward Podolsky. New York, Philosophical
Library, Inc., 1954. xii + 147 pp. $3.75.
In this book the author presents his concept of the importance of jealousy
in the life of the child. His chapter headings illustrate the large area he has
attempted to encompass. He touches on the psychological problems of the
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